
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vintage 2021 

 
Winter 2021 was overall cold, humid and also lasted a bit longer than in the previous two 

years. Rainfall in Spring was good and peaked in a memorable July, where Bernkastel 

had 130% more rain considering the long-term average. The Summer remained relatively 

cool and pure blue skies were a rarely seen picture. Stats don’t lie: April, May, July and 

August were all below the long-term-average in terms of temperature! No surprise that 

the harvest was kicked-off late on the 11th of October (start in 2020 was on 17th of 

September!) with moderate temperatures throughout the following weeks, until we 

finished harvest on 15th November. . Most of the harvested grapes had Kabinett and 

Spätlese concentration. Quantities were much lower than in 2020 or 2018. We look 

forward to wines full of energy and leanness that might not be early charmers, but will 

reward especially the ones who show patience with this possibly “back to the 80ies” 

vintage.    

 

December 2020 was overall more humid with water amounts clearly above (+46%), as 

well as temperatures slightly above the LTA* (Long Term Average). More winter-like were 

the following months (although slightly above LTA) with the lowest temperature measured in 

January of minus 6,3 °C respectively - 10,1 °C in February. Also in terms of rainfall, the first 

two months of 2022 were satisfying from the agronomist’s view, profoundly soaking the soil 

with water before the warmer months of the year started.  

 

Looking at both March and April, two facts are striking. Firstly, both months have seen 

below average temperatures with a total of 8 frost days in March respectively 7 in April. 

Secondly, the average temperatures were approximately 2 °C lower than the LTA. Although 

considered as a cool month, there was one remarkable – yet very short - peak, when the Mercury 

climbed up to  27,6 °C on March 31st.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

If March was rather dry (- 28,5 %) April has shown some improvement regarding 

moisturising („only“ -15,3 %). Needless to say that this vintage was set to be a slightly later 

one in relation to its predecessors. 

Looking further into the growing season, budbreak and flowering occured around 2 

weeks later than average. Talking about humidity, the following three months certainly weren’t 

about drought problems, rather the opposite. After slightly above average amounts in May and 

June, rainfall peaked in July with an unbelievable plus of 130% or, expressed in litres, 160 

litres/m² above LTA! This not only caused floodings (unfortunately the most severe ones the 

Ahr valley has experienced whereas we fortunately did not experience any severe damage), but 

also boosted vegetation, keeping us quite busy with the canopy management during the 

following weeks. To sum it up, high-pressure-weather was a rare state throughout the growing 

season.  

Approaching autumn, temperatures remained relatively moderate with the regional 

typicity of cool nights starting to happen. Harvest was kicked-off on the 11th  October and 

lasted until 15th November. It was a very demanding harvest, we „visited“ most parcels 

multiple times in order to select the individual grapes at best ripeness levels. The highest 

concentration reached was a crisp Auslese level – there was not any considerable amount of 

botrytized grapes picked. 

 We very much look forward to this vintage. Harvest reminded us of „old times“. We 

are curious to see if this will also apply to the final character of the vintage. 

 


