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Vintage 2020 

 
Vintage 2020 started with a mild winter, but also some good humidity, especially during 

February. Budbreak and flowering happened early in April / June respectively. August 

was remarkably warmer than the average, and summer continued through September. 

Overall, this vintage had more sunshine hours than ever, yet did not reach the tempera-

ture peaks of 2019 or the high amount of warm summer days of 2018. 

Harvest began earlier than ever, rendering healthy grapes with moderate sugar levels and 

good acidity. All Prädikate from Kabinett to TBA were harvested and quantities were 

better than in 2019. We are convinced that 2020 vintage will conquer the winelovers’ 

hearts by its classic character and crispness. 

 

 

Winter 2020 was very mild and also started quite dry. Fortunately, february then brought 

a lot of rain, supplying the soils with good huminity. March was also rather humid, April then 

relatively dry. Temperature-wise, this month was extreme – it had both frosty days as well as 

temperatures above 25°C. Budbreak happened even earlier than in 2019. Luckily, the cold days 

in mid April did not cause any frost damages in our vineyards.  

The dry period continued through May before June finally brought some good rain that 

we had so much longed for. Flowering took place already in early June. Temperatures were less 

extreme than in June 2019, only one day was „hot“ (31°C on 26th June) and 10 days were above 

25°C – in comparison, 2019 had 10 „hot“ days above 30°C, reaching 36,5°C on 30th June, and 

19 days above 25°C. 

July was very dry and warm, with temperatures reaching 37°C in late July, however, 

again, not as extreme as 2019. 

August 2020 then outperformed those of 2019 and 2018 with an average temperature of 

21,6 and a maximum of 37,1°C on 8th August. Luckily, this month was not only much warmer 

than average but also more humid. 
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The warm period lasted through September. We started with harvest record-early on 

17th September, allowing us to pick some well-developped but not overripe Kabinett grapes in 

the first period of harvest at very dry weather conditions. 

Temperatures then dropped remarkably in October. Some rain caused short interrupti-

ons of harvest, but the rather cool temperatures and some good wind made the grapes dry 

quickly and allowed us to continue harvesting some of the most beautiful grapes until we finis-

hed core harvest on 21st October in the Wehlener Sonnenuhr, where we were able to pick per-

fect, slightly botrytized Goldcapsule grapes. 

Looking at the weather statistics of 2020, it is more than remarkable that this year broke 

a record in sunshine hours, surpassing even the two previous years. Yet it had less „hot“ days 

than the two previous years and did not reach the record temperature of 2019.Comparing the 

amount of warm „summerdays“, with temperatures above 25°C, 2020 had slightly more than 

2019 but considerably less than 2018. Finally looking at the rainfalls, 2020 had slightly more 

precipitation than the average. 

Vintage 2020 brought us a collection of all Prädikate from Kabinett to TBA, with the 

exception of Eiswein. 

The Kabinette, Spätlesen and Auslesen are remarkably „classic“ in style, posessing 

refreshing acidities particularly at the lower Prädikat levels. It was not a vintage with high 

botrytis ratio overall, yet we could select some beautifully shrivelled berries for the very high 

Prädikat levels and also some botrytized grape clusters in the Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Graacher 

Himmelreich and Zeltinger Sonnenuhr for some very fine Goldcapsules. 

Overall, quantities were better than in 2019.  

Though, as always, this report is published at a time when the new vintage is just starting 

to develop - and 2020 seems to be starting more slowly than the 2 previous vintages - we are 

very pleased with what we tasted so far. We are positive this vintage will bring a lot of enjoy-

ment to the fans of our wines and that it will be a perfect successor of the two previous vintages. 

Prost!   

 


