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Vintage 2019 

 
The weather in 2019 was once again characterized by lots of sunshine. A dry, relatively 

mild winter with late frost was followed by a warm, sunny but at the same time very humid 

spring, which was only interrupted by a cooler period in May. After full bloom in mid-

June, temperatures rose significantly and remained mostly warm until the end of August 

with shorter hot periods. In September the temperatures then dropped significantly and 

the cooler nights that had already set in in August also promoted the ripening of the  

berries' aromas.  

Nevertheless, the ripening in the last decade of September had progressed so speedily that 

we already began to harvest a ripe vintage with good acidity and high extract from 23.9. 

onwards, whose wines already present themselves promisingly at a youthful stage! 

 

 

The year began relatively dry with an extraordinary amount of sunshine in January and 

especially in February. The first frosty days came relatively late, starting in the second half of 

January and continued through February with few interruptions, although air temperatures 

remained well above the long-term average. March was also mild overall, although much closer 

to normal temperatures, but fortunately with much higher precipitation. April started off fairly 

warm, which peaked at a maximum temperature of over 25 °C on 20.4. Bud break took place 

in mid-April, i.e. relatively early. 

 

The early summer temperatures were then abruptly interrupted the following month, 

when on 5 May temperatures came dangerously close to freezing point. Fortunately, we were 

spared the frost in our locations, which caused considerable damage in cooler parts of the gro-

wing area. 
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Vintage 2019 (continuation) 

 

After a mild start, June brought high temperatures and very dry weather later in the 

month, with a peak of a remarkable 36.5 °C on 30.6. The flowering in the first half of the month 

was very harmonious - full flowering was then reached in the middle of the month. With small 

fluctuations the months of June, July and August each brought predominantly "summer days" 

with temperatures above 25 degrees, and in between there were always a few hot days with 

temperatures above 30 degrees. With a remarkable 39.5 °C on 26 July a much higher maximum 

temperature was reached than in 2018 (36.8°C on 7.8.2018). Still the number of warm but not 

hot summer days in 2019 was about 50% lower than in 2018. 

 

In addition, there was considerable rainfall in July, which helped to prevent damage 

from drought stress. A greater challenge for the winegrowers was damage caused by sunburn. 

Maintaining a protective foliage wall was essential during this extremely sunny period.  

Significantly cooler nights from the second half of August onwards calmed the situation and 

helped to keep acidity at a good level. When the trend of alternating between warm days and 

cool nights continued in September and the ripening process was thus progressing rapidly, we 

decided to start harvesting as early as 23.9. 

 

Even if the quantities were more moderate, the excellent taste, a fine spiciness, good 

acidity and a rich offer of different Prädikat levels more than compensate for this. 

 

We are looking forward to an impressive vintage with fine acidity, superb balance and 

great potential, which will certainly convince friends of our style. 

 


